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23,900 tonnes of used portable batter ies and 4,045 tonnes  
of industr ial Ni-Cd batter ies recycled in 2004 by EBRA members 

 
 
Brussels, 13th June, 2005 Ð In 2004, EBRA's fi fteen members recycled 23,900 tonnes of portable 
batteries and accumulators and more than 4,000 tonnes of Ni-Cd industrial batteries, corresponding to a 
total of 27,946 tonnes. Compared to 2003, this represents a 36% increase (20,508 tonnes). The rise is due 
to the arrival of fi ve new EBRA members, who recycled more than 8,000 tonnes of batteries and 
accumulators over the last year.  
 
Volumes of nickel-cadmium batteries (both industrial and portable) saw the sharpest increase between 
2003 and 2004: 6,623 tonnes de Ni-Cd batteries were recycled in 2004 (2,578 tonnes of portable batteries 
and 4,045 tonnes of industrial batteries), as compared to 4,272 tonnes in 2003, representing a 55% 
increase.  
 
Most of the batteries and accumulators recycled by EBRA members came from France (7,850 tonnes) and 
Germany (6,259 tonnes). Other countries, such as Switzerland (2,590 tonnes), Belgium (1,878 tonnes) 
and Austria (1,133 tonnes) were also very active in this field. It should be noted that more than 50% of 
the used batteries and accumulators collected in Europe were processed by French recyclers, while 
German recyclers accounted for 20%.  
 
The best results came from countries which have introduced collection systems covering all batteries and 
accumulators, along with fi xed collection targets. On the contrary, the number of portable batteries and 
accumulators collected in the United Kingdom, Italy and Greece was very low or even non-existent, as 
these countries have limited their actions to industrial batteries alone, within the framework of Directive 
91/157 (which is only covering lead and nickel-cadmium batteries, as well as mercury button cells).  
 
Consequently, EBRA is asking the European Parliament, which is to examine the draft Directive, to 
maintain the collection targets defined in the text adopted at fi rst reading, although new Member-States in 
particular could be given extra time to fulfi l them. With its experience of collection and recycling, EBRA 
is prepared to help the authorities to define objectives according to a realistic schedule.  
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Quantities of used batter ies recycled by EBRA members in metr ic tons 
 

Type 2002 2003 2004 
Zinc-carbon/alkaline-
manganese/zinc-air 

10,710  15,532  20,432  

Lithium primary 184  169  
Lithium-ion 

205  
111.5  198  

Button cells 38  55  67  
Nickel-Metal hydride 229  353.5  457  

Nickel-Cadmium 
(Industrial) 

4,045 

Nickel-Cadmium 
(Portable) 

 
4,657  

 
4,272  

2,578  

TOTAL 15,839 
tonnes 

20,508 
tonnes 

27,946 
tonnes  

 
 
Quantities of used batteries recycled by EBRA members (by country of origin and by type) Ð in metric 
tons (2004) 
 

Types of used 
Batteries / 
Countries 
origin  

Zinc-carbon/ 
alkaline/ 
Zinc-air 

Portable 
 Ni-Cd 

Ni-MH Lithium 
(primary & 
secondary) 

Button 
Cells 

Total 
Portable 

Industrial 
Ni-Cd 

France 7,393 358 59 10 30 7,850 941 
Germany 5,010 880 188 181  6,259 740 
The 
Netherlands 

977 214  13 12 1,216 23 

Belgium / 
Lux. 

1,751 110 11 6  1,878 121 

Austria 1,043 90    1,133 107 
Sweden 387 141 71  6 605 243 
Denmark  100 23   123 3 
Finland  25 20   45 41 
Spain 518 36 19  7 580 240 
Portugal 237     237  
Italy  49 4   53 186 
Greece       109 
United 
Kingdom 

37 118 21 7  183 295 

Ireland  30    30 14 
Czech Rep.       274 
Switzerland 2,552   26 12 2,590 35 
Rest of the 
world 

526 427 42 124  1119 476 

TOTAL 20 432 2 578 457 367 67 23901 4 045 
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Where are recycled the batteries collected? 

 
 
 
 
For  furt her information, contact: 
Emmanuel BEAUREPAI RE 
General Secretary  
Tel: + 33 1 41 34 09 19 
e-mail : ebra@ebrarecycling.org 


